SAVE AS

EMAIL

PRINT

Self-insurance licensing
framework review
– submission form
Consultation no. WCR 2016/4

Please complete this form as your submission to ensure prompt and accurate
receipt and processing. All submissions should be sent by email to
SIfeedback@sira.nsw.gov.au no later than 11 November 2016.
Name of organisation or individual making this submission
HAWKESBURY CITY COUNCIL

Contact person/authorised delegate
Authorised delegate/contact person
[supplied]

Position

[supplied]
Postal address
[supplied]

Suburb

State

Telephone number

Mobile number

[supplied]

[supplied]

Email

[supplied]

Page 1 of 3

Postcode

Publication of submissions
Following processing, submissions may be published on the SIRA website. Copyright in submissions resides
with the author(s), not with SIRA. Please note below if you do NOT want your submission or any part(s) of
it published on the SIRA website.
Publication of submissions will usually include your name and the name of the organisation, if relevant.
We will remove contact details such as email addresses, postal addresses and telephone numbers. At
our discretion we may not publish certain submissions (or part of submissions) due to our assessment of
length, content, appropriateness or confidentiality.
For more information, read the SIRA submission procedure at www.sira.nsw.gov.au/about-us/have-your-say
I have read the SIRA submission procedure
Do you want your content to be confidential?
No, my submission is not confidential
Yes, my submission is completely confidential
In part (please indicate confidential areas)

please remove contact details such as email addresses, postal addresses and telephone numbers.

Focus question 1: What is your view of the proposed standard licence conditions?
Hawkesbury Council welcomes the initiative to follow the IPART legislation in reducing the regulatory burden on business by
removing duplication. Council had hoped for a much more simplified process which is the basis of legislative compliance. We need
simple English, simple conditions and simple time frames. It is Councils view that the starting point for this review should be from
the statutory framework governing all self insurances. In particular Section 211 (2) which sets out those matters which the regulator
should take into account when considering a license renewal. Issues of particular interest in this review include but are not restricted
by the following;
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Councils view that this requirement is a replicated in 4.2 and is reproduced from current licence Self Insurer conditions,
therefore already a current license requirement.
It is also not clear from the draft document just what the requirements of the data quality audit manual might include.
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Focus question 3: Are there any other areas or measures that should
be considered?
No. As the PWC report clear states on page 2 the aim of the review is to establish as fit for purpose best practice self-insurance
licensing framework that incentivises the performance of self-insurers to achieve better outcomes. ..... the NSW Governments aim
is to make it easier to do business in NSW. the embellishment or addition of licence condition would be counterproductive and
contrary to the initial aim of the review process.

Focus question 4: What is your view on applying the same assessment criteria
to applications for a new self-insurer licence?
Council supports the NSW Self Insurers Association view that having the same assessment criteria for existing self insurers and
applications for new self-insurance licenses appears reasonable.

Focus question 5: What is your view of the allocation of new self-insurers to the
mid-tier for their first year under licence?
The proposed license conditions have been designed to be less onerous than the existing licence conditions, however specific details
regarding particulars for financial, operational and information performance requirements have not been published making it
difficult to form a view at this time.
For instance, "higher license fees", "maximum 8 year license term" and "timely submission" of audit results, for example, are open
to further clarification for each of the proposed tiers. Details of what constitutes "random claims spot checks" requires clarification
to ensure a self Insurer is clear on what is required to be met in order to progress from the bottom tier.

Focus question 6: What is your view on the requirement for self-insurers to
submit a business plan to outline their strategic direction consistent with
licensed insurers?
Council is opposed to the introduction of a 'Self Insurance licence business plan outlining its strategic direction consistent with
being a licensed insurer. Council is not and never 'licenced insurer' it has merely been able to provide the Authority with justifiable
information, a systems management approach and shown capacity to underwrite its own Workers Compensation insurance. Each
Self insurer is an independent organisation operating in a vast myriad of industries and business operations. The organisations
Strategic plans nor business plans would be tailored to the success of that business and Council believes the introduction of this
proposal would be an added burden and contrary to the organisations core strategic model.
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