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Accident victims represented by a lawyer receive eight times the compensation of innocent victims who represent themselves.

The NSW government has just announced its intention to overhaul compensation for innocent victims of motor vehicle accidents. 

As a practising barrister in this field, I am supporting a public campaign to protect compensation rights for innocent motor accident victims.

Accident victims represented by a lawyer receive eight times the compensation of innocent victims who represent themselves. This is simply the
justice system doing its job, ensuring victims receive what they deserve. Lawyers protect people who can't protect themselves against insurance
companies.

Behind the paper outlining various options to reform the "green slip insurance" is a plan to take away proper compensation for victims of motor
accidents.

The proposed changes will remove proper compensation and legal representation for motor accident victims, as the government has already done
for workers compensation and victims of crime. Seriously injured victims of crime are capped, such as $10,000 for sexual assault involving serious
bodily injury by multiple assailants, including use of a weapon. The victims' payments are now so dismally low that, which I think is why the
government calls it, not compensation, but ''recognition''.  

Motor accident victims are heading the same way. Don't let this happen.

The government wants a one-size-fits-all approach that doesn't work in real life. Injuries to different body parts affect different people in different
ways. For example, the loss of a finger might destroy a professional sportsperson's career, but the government wants to treat this the same as a
finger on the non-dominant hand of a desk worker.

The key features and important values that our community needs to maintain are:
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State government plans to change compensation for victims of motor vehicle accidents will hurt innocent
people.
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Adequate compensation for innocent victims.
Legal representation.
Compensation tailored to individual needs.
Retaining the principle of fault as a proper basis for compensation.

The government's own data also shows that insurance companies have ripped-off the public with profits for shareholders every year for the past
14 years. The profit levels have ranged between 19 per cent and 30 per cent from 2000-2011. And even in the years since 2011, the profit rates
are still in double figures. In 2015 the average green slip premiums were $637 per registered vehicle owner, of which $98 (19 per cent) was
insurer profit.

This greatly exceeds the 8 per cent profit margin that the government and the insurers considered was a reasonable profit margin over each of
those years. If insurer profits were reduced to reasonable levels, NSW victims could continue to receive adequate compensation without any
increase in green slip premiums.

Some in the government are blaming lawyers, but I say they are just using lawyers as a scape-goat having been lobbied by insurance companies.

True, a small number of lawyers and consumers have been defrauding the system. That is a police matter, and again the justice system is
designed to ensure they get what they deserve. Don't punish the injured car accident victims for the sins of a few dodgy lawyers and doctors. 

Lawyers in this area usually act on a "no-win-no-fee" basis, which provides access to justice for those who cannot afford to pay. The government
does not provide legal aid in this area.

The workers compensation changes since 2012 show the terrible things that can happen to ordinary people without legal involvement. Workers
compensation victims now have their weekly benefits terminated based on insurer-arranged work capacity reviews. Those decisions can't be
challenged, as victims have had the right to appeal these decisions stripped from them. 

Insurers preferred it when most NSW citizens did not know their rights and, as a consequence, were not properly compensated. Now, more
innocent victims are making claims. It is fair that a person innocently injured by another person's fault gets compensation at a proper level.

I am asking citizens to support lawyers to protect compensation rights. Without this campaign we believe the government will force through
changes taking away proper compensation for innocent victims of car accidents. They will be left to fend for themselves in Centrelink and public
hospital queues. NSW citizens deserve better.

We need to work together to achieve that. 

Philip Bates is a barrister.
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