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Firstly, Brucellosis is bacteria that is found naturally in some animals including sheep, goats, cattle, deer, elk, pigs, 
and dogs. Brucellosis disease in humans is not common, though it does occur. People can get brucellosis by 
touching,  

eating, drinking, or breathing in Brucella bacteria. This is called exposure to brucellosis. Not everybody 
who is exposed to brucellosis will get sick. Someone can get exposed to naturally-occurring brucellosis by: 

 Touching the hair, skin, or meat of an infected animal 
 Drinking raw or unpasteurized milk or eating raw milk products that are contaminated with Brucella 

bacteria 
 Breathing air contaminated with Brucella bacteria (especially farmers or meat workers) 

 
Secondly, Leptospirosis is an infection caused by corkscrew- shaped bacteria called Leptospira interrogans.
People get leptospirosis by contact with fresh water, wet soil or vegetation contaminated by the urine of infected 
animals, especially: 

 rodents (for example rats and mice) 
 cattle 
 pigs 
 horses 
 dogs.  
Both domestic and wild animals can carry leptospirosis and they pass the bacteria in their urine. The 
Leptospira bacteria can enter the body through broken skin, water-softened skin, mucous membranes 
(the thin moist lining of many parts of the body such as the nose, mouth, throat and genitals) or by 
swallowing or inhaling contaminated water. Leptospirosis is an occupational hazard for many people 
working outdoors or with animals, such as: 
 dairy farmers 
 sewer workers 
 veterinarians 
 abattoir workers 
 military personnel. 
Campers and people who participate in outdoor sports such as white water rafting, swimming or wading 

in contaminated lakes or rivers are also at risk. 
 
Thirdly, Q fever is an infectious disease that can cause severe illness in some people. People usually get Q 
fever from farm animals (cattle, sheep and goats). Other animals may also be infected including wildlife and 
even dogs and cats.     
     People who work with or near animals are most at risk of getting Q fever, and particularly people 
working at animal processing plants or working with animals around birthing time. 
     Q fever is also an occupational hazard and includes but is not limited to the following:  

 farmers 
 dairy farmers 
 stockyard workers  
 abattoir workers 
 veterinarians, veterinary staff and veterinary students 
 professional dog and cat breeders and handlers 
 wildlife and zoo workers working with high risk animals 
 kangaroo shooters 
 Laboratory personnel handling veterinary specimens or working with bacteria 
 Anyone exposed to cattle, camels, sheep, goats and kangaroos or their products; and  
 military personnel. 

 
As you can see, these diseases can affect a wide range of occupations and industries and are not restricted to 
abattoirs or slaughterhouses. Therefore, the Schedule needs to be amended accordingly. 
 
Regards, 
 
Ken McKell 












